Economics

At project time, students are learning about Economics.  Students will read a poem about things made out of chocolate.  They will decide what they would want to make out of chocolate.  They will come up with many ideas, but have to choose only one.  The ideas that they do not choose are the opportunity cost of their decision.  Students will draw pictures of a place in the community.  They will determine if their place provides a good or a service.  They will decide what resources their employees will need.  We will discuss wants and needs.  Needs are things that you need to survive.  Wants are things that you would like to have.  Students will sort cards into wants and needs.   We will read books about how things are made.  Things are made in factories by producers.  Students will make a book called “From Farm to Store.”  We will discuss advertising and its effect on consumers.  Students will learn that banks store our money.  We will discuss terminology like saving, checks, credit cards, ATMS, and cash.  Student will learn that saving money is important and that you can only take money out of the bank if you put it into the bank first.  Students will learn about trade and do a trading activity.  Students will fill in a bank registry with a deposit and other entries.  
Vocabulary:  wants, needs, goods, services, scarcity
, opportunity cost, benefits, employees, occupation, money, cash, credit cards, ATM, checks, banks, advertising
, commercials, print ads, peer pressure, jingle, logo, consumer, producer, profit, loss

American Revolution
The students will start off learning about the American Revolution by learning about the 13 Colonies. They will color the map of the colonies using geographical terms:  above/below, left/right, north/south, east/west. They will enhance their understanding of the colonies by playing The Colony Game. The students will use the data to graph the game results. Next they will learn about the Boston Tea Party. Role playing will help them understand the frustration the colonists felt over taxation as well as the king’s motivation for imposing taxes. The students will write about how they felt to be “taxed” and what it would be like if they were the King. They will listen to the “Midnight Ride of Paul Revere”. There will be a class discussion on what Paul Revere did and the students will write their opinion on his actions.  The students will see a picture the13 star flag and will compare it to today’s flag. The students will make a 13 star flag and sing the Thirteen Colonies song.

Vocabulary: colonies, New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, North, South, East, West, King George, tax, tea, Paul Revere, Redcoats, Boston Tea Party

Matter/Mass/Temperature

We are learning that all things are made of matter. Matter can be in different states: solids, liquids, and gasses. Solids hold their shape. Liquids take the shape of their container. Gasses are invisible and spread throughout open spaces. When liquids change containers, they change shape. We have been comparing the weights of classroom objects on our balance. When something it heavier, that side goes down. If it is lighter, that side goes up. Just because something is bigger does not mean that it is heavier. It depends on what material the item is made of. We experimented with air and saw that air can be trapped underwater. Air can cushion items and prevent them from being smashed. Thermometers are used to take the temperature. Heat makes the mercury rise. Cool makes the mercury fall. Magnets can be attracted to each other. There are different types of motion.  Friction can affect speed.  Water can change states and go from solid, to liquid to gas with a change in temperature. 

Matter vocabulary: sorting, plastic, cloth, metal, wood, wire, flexible, rigid, smooth, rough, soft, hard, colored, pointed, flat, transparent, opaque, solid, liquid, viscous, bubbly, foamy, translucent, air, oxygen, invisible, gravity, resistance, temperature, thermometer, mercury, warmer, colder, matter, melting, magnets, magnetic, attracts, repels, evaporation, friction, push, pull, motion, speed, circular, zig zag, straight, vibrational. 

Geography

At project time, the students are learning about geography.  The students will investigate different types of maps – three dimensional and bird’s eye view, and discuss the similarities and differences between these maps.  Cardinal directions are also learned about.  Students will become familiar with the compass rose and how maps can be used in their daily life and the benefits of using maps.  Directional vocabulary, such as left/right, below/above, before/after as well as the cardinal directions will be used to describe where the students’ home are located in relation to city landmarks and their classmates’ homes.  Introductions will be given about concepts such as the equator, prime meridian, and the four hemispheres.  Students will be asked to learn about as well as identify physical characteristics of places – mountains, grasslands, forest, deserts, rivers, etc.  Many books will be read about transportation and the students will discuss the different modes of transportation (to be used on land, air, or water).  The students will identify where they are located in this world beginning with their home and then moving on to their street, city, state, country, continent, and finally their planet (based on the book “Me on the Map).  Finally, the students will discuss how the environment affects people and how people, in turn, affect the environment.

Vocabulary:  geography, north, south, east, west, compass rose,  equator, prime meridian, globe, left, right, above, below, near, far, over, under, before, after, mountains, grasslands, forest, desert, planet, country, state, city, Earth, North America, Missouri, St. Louis, continents, hemispheres, transportation, bird’s eye view, water, land

Diversity
At project time, the students are learning about diversity.  As a class, we will develop class and school rules and discuss the importance of rules.  Students will learn what the benefits are of having rules.  They will learn what a bully is and how to deal with someone who is a bully.  It is important they know the basic peacemaking skills, such as sharing, taking turns, negotiating and expressing apologies.  The class will know how to accept and celebrate individual differences as well as similarities.  They will make a class “I can ____” book to identify the different interests and abilities within the class.  We will also read books about being different and having different families.  The students will make acorns of their families to add to our class family tree.  We will have a class discussion about how even though we are all different, we all have the same needs and we are the same on the inside.  Students will make individual mobiles after reading The Color of Us and compare our skin to the color of a food item.  As a class we will also read The Crayon Box that Talked and discuss solutions to conflicts.  The students will learn that being angry and having conflict is natural; however, there are appropriate ways to handle various situations.  
Vocabulary:

Different, needs, conflict, solution, “I message,” anger, family, bullies, “G,” helping, cooperation, self-control, patience, tattling, telling, honesty, responsibility, caring, respect, courage

American Westward Expansion

Students are creating a log book to record information on Westward Expansion.  They will map the Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, Mississippi River, Pacific Ocean, and Atlantic Ocean.  They will listen to a story about Daniel Boone.  They will trace his journey through the Appalachian Mountains on the Wilderness Road.  They will learn about trailblazers and how they helped create settlements on the new frontier.  Students will learn about the Louisiana purchase.  This was a large piece of land that the US bought from King Louis of France.  They will locate the area on a map.  They will map the journey of Lewis and Clark.  They were sent by Thomas Jefferson to explore the Louisiana Purchase.  Lewis and Clark had to write descriptions of the animals, plants, and terrain that they found along the way.  Sacagawea helped them on their journey up the Missouri River through the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean.  Students will compare what Lewis and Clark needed on their journey to what they would need for a trip.   The class will discuss transportation such as canoes and covered wagons and will create replicas.  Students will learn about the different animals of the frontier.

Vocabulary: 

United States, Daniel Boone, Appalachian Mountains, Louisiana, Louisiana Purchase, frontier, settlement, trailblazers, wilderness road, fort, rattlesnakes, grizzly bear, canoes, covered wagons, Missouri river, Mississippi River, Rocky Mountains, descriptions, American Indians, Sacagawea, Atlantic Ocean,

Bargain, King Louis, France, Lewis and Clark, Thomas Jefferson, gap, buffalo

American Symbols and Famous Americans

The students will make a United States symbols book.  They will see pictures of the different monuments and discuss their location and the significance of them.  Next, they will hear stories and read about George Washington.  They will learn that Abe Lincoln was our sixteenth President and that he was born in Kentucky.  They will learn about the origin of the American Flag.  We will discuss the Pledge of Allegiance and it’s meaning.  We will sing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.”  We will discuss the meaning of the song and what it means to have national pride.  We will look at a map of the 50 states and discuss the states.  

Vocabulary:  United States, flag, bald eagle, White House, President, Washington DC, Statue of Liberty, Washington Monument, Arch, George Washington, soldier, general, vote, election, Abraham Lincoln, civil war, slavery, freedom, equality, lawyer, Pledge of Allegiance, Nation, indivisible, liberty, justice, freedom, Americans, country, pride, liberty bell, Star Spangled Banner, US Capitol, Betsy Ross, log cabin, Mount Rushmore
Water and Weather

At project time, the students are learning about water and weather.  Once a month until April, the students have recorded information on their “What are you wearing today?” page.  These are compiled into a packet for each kid to keep until this unit.  As a class we will watch the weather for a month and record the temperature and type of weather on a watching weather calendar.  The students will record the daily temperature and the weather in a bar graph and discuss the results.  They will complete an activity to identify the places where water is found and how we use that water.  On a windy day, the students will complete an experiment to identify how far various objects will carry.  Finally, the class will observe and classify clouds.  We will have the opportunity to go outside and observe the clouds and use their imagination to describe what they see.    
Vocabulary:  weather, temperature, thermometer, graph, observe, cloudy, foggy, hail, rainy, partly cloudy, snowy, sunny, windy, clouds, evaporation, water, icebergs, ocean, lake, river, stream, pond
Plants and Animals

Students will listen to “The Tiny Seed” by Eric Carle.  They will put the storyline in order.  They will diagram the different parts of the seed including the seed coat, root, and leaves.  They will make a book about plants and learn about the parts of a plant.  The flower attracts insects and allows the plant to reproduce.  The stem holds the plant up.  The leaves protect the plant and absorb sunlight.  The roots absorb water.  Students will learn that plants need sun, water, and food to survive.  The class will think of uses for plants.  Students will then move on to animals.  They will choose an animal to research and give a report to the class.  They will learn that animals have different ways of obtaining food and water, and different ways of moving.  Animals can have fur, feathers, scales, or smooth skin.  There are benefits and drawbacks for each of these body coverings.  Students will learn that the place where an animal lives is called a habitat.  They will sort animals into the appropriate habitats.  Each first grade classroom will be transformed into a habitat.  Students will visit each of them to learn about the plants and animals that live there.  After learning about plants and animals, students will compare and contrast the two.  They will sort food and other items into plant or animal products.  
Vocabulary: 

seed, weed, rain, soil, sunlight, seed coat, root, leaves, stem, flower, water,
seed packet, wind, air, healthy, space,
 shelter, branches, trunk, clothes, beauty products, vegetables, wood, cloth, adaptations, fur, feathers, scales, skin
, desert, polar region, forest, ocean, city, house, meadow,
farm, arctic, savannah, sprout, ground, blooming, pond, jungle, barn, hive, lake, nest, tree, cave, underground, investigation




Human Body

At project time, the students are learning about human body.  The students will research and understand the roles of health service providers such as nurses, doctors, firefighters, and police officers.  The students will discuss medications and poisons and understand the benefits and hazards of these.  Discussions will occur on how to take medication properly.  The students will discuss playground, fire, water, and traffic safety and know precautions that should be taken in each of these situations and how drills at school prepare them to be safe in certain situations.  The students will learn about the food groups and nutrition as well as classify different foods into their appropriate groups.  Personal hygiene and the spread of germs will be investigated.  The students will partake in many activities that show how germs are easily spread from one person to another and how hand washing and cleanliness help minimize the spread of germs and sickness.  Our main focus of the unit is the organs of the body and their functions.  Students will learn about the skeleton, muscles, and blood.  The students will make a model of their body and glue on each organ as it is investigated.  Below are the activities for each organ:

· Heart:  Students will learn that the heart pumps blood throughout the body and will listen to each others heart with a “cup” stethoscope.  Differences will be heard between a normal heartbeat and an elevated heartbeat (after students have run in place)

· Lungs:  Students will observe how lungs take in and expel air by blowing up a balloon and letting the air back out

· Liver:  The students will learn that the liver has many jobs including making juices that clean your blood.   Students will learn that a cut allows dirt to enter your blood.  They will be taught how to clean and bandage a cut.

· Stomach:  Students will see how the stomach breaks down food by filling a baggie with water.  Small pieces of banana, cracker, and other soft food will be added to the bag.  Students will see how the stomach smashes food and how the “acid” assists in this.

· Intestines:  Students will learn how the intestines digest food, help the body absorb nutrients, and rid the body of waste.  Students fill a nylon stocking with cooked oatmeal.   The stocking is then squeezed to show how the intestines squeeze liquid/nutrients out of food (which is absorbed into the blood) and how the hard stuff/waste is pushed out of the body.

· Kidneys:  The students will learn how the kidneys clean the blood by pouring coffee/coffee grounds over a coffee filter.  Like the kidneys, the filter keeps the dirt from entering the blood.

Vocabulary:  doctor, nurse, firefighter, police officer, poison, safety, drill, medicine, food pyramid, fats, sweets, meat, dairy, fruit, vegetables, grains, bones, skeleton, muscles, spine, skull, ribs, plasma, red blood cells, white blood cells, heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, intestines, stomach
Egypt

The students will learn about the Egyptian environment.  They will make a map of Egypt.  They will add features of a map including a compass rose, a map key, rivers, mountains, grass, pyramids, desert, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Red Sea.  We will discuss how Egypt is isolated from other communities by the desert.  They will learn how the river was used for many resources.  Students will learn about family life, religious beliefs, and daily practices of the Egyptians.  They will compare Egyptian life to modern day life.  They will make pyramids and mummy cases.  They will learn that Egyptians invented many modern day items including make-up, jewelry, headbands and wigs.  They will practice writing and reading hieroglyphics.  

Vocabulary:  Egypt, Africa, Nile River, Giza pyramids, pyramids, Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, desert, flood, farming, transportation, mountains, magic, spells, charms, afterlife, pharaohs, kings, queens, mummies, architects, makeup, jewelry, wigs, doctors, medicine, chemicals, hieroglyphics
