First Grade Project Template

Topic:
Plants and Animals
Standards: 

LS1:  Students understand that living systems at all levels demonstrate the complementary nature of structure and function.

1. Identify and compare the physical structures of a variety of plants (e.g., stem, leaves, flowers, seeds, roots).

2. Identify and compare the physical structures of a variety of animals (e.g., sensory organs, beaks, appendages, body covering).

3. Identify the relationships between the physical structures of plants and the function of those structures (e.g., absorption of water, absorption of light energy, support, reproduction).

4. Identify the relationships between the physical structures of animals and the function of those structures (e.g., taking in water, support, movement, obtaining food, reproduction).

5. Distinguish between plants and animals based on observable structures and behaviors.

LS2:   Students understand the relationships between an organism and its environment. (Introduction-4th, 6th)

1. Know the characteristics of plants and animals that live in a particular habitat.

2. Know the characteristics of the climate in different habitats.

3. Know that environments are communities with living and nonliving parts.

4. Know some ways in which plants and animals are adapted to living in different environments.

5. Identify ways man depends on plants and animals for food, clothing, and shelter.

LS3:   Students understand that living organisms require energy for growth, maintenance, and reproduction.

1. Identify light from the Sun as a basic need of most plants.
2. Understand how plants are dependent on others for their reproduction.

3. Identify the basic needs of most animals (i.e., air, water, food, shelter).

4. Identify the basic needs of most plants (i.e., air, water, light).

5. Predict and investigate the growth of plants when growing conditions are altered (e.g., dark vs. light, water vs. no water).

Daily Plan:

· Read “The Tiny Seed” by Eric Carle.  Do the cut and paste page.  Look at the parts of the seed on the page, “A Seed—Inside and Out.”

· Make the book—Plants.  Do the activities.

· Read, color, and make the mini-book, “What Do Plants Need?”
· Use the Writer’s Handbook—page 181 to fill in the Plants 1 and Plants 2 pages.

· People need Plants Lesson
· Get books about different animals.  Have students choose an animal and complete the Animal Investigations page.
· Talk about the different structures of animals and their functions.  (taking in water, support, movement, obtaining food)  Read the Animal Adaptations page.  Talk about the function of fur, feathers, scales, and smooth skin.  Complete the Undercover cut and paste.  

· Use the Writing Student Handbook to fill out Animals 1 and Animals 2.

· Either enlarge the habitat pages, or shrink the animals.  Hang the habitats on the board.  Give each students an equal amount of animals.  Have them color and cut out the animals.  They can then come to the board to put their animal in the right habitat.  Have them try to think about where the animal would live first.  If it is a challenging one, or there are multiple possibilities, Use the reference page to guide the student.

· Create a habitat in your room.  First grade will rotate through each habitat and fill out the habitat log book.

· Talk about the differences and similarities between plants and animals.  Fill in the Animal and Plant Comparison Venn diagram.
· Discuss where different foods come from.  Have students complete the Plant and Animal Foods cut and paste.

Form of Assessment:  Daily questioning, review of work, and assessment.
Vocabulary: 

Seed



weed



rain

soil



sunlight


seed coat

root



leaves



stem

flower



water



seed packet

wind



air



healthy

space



shelter


branches

trunk



clothes


beauty products

vegetables


wood



cloth

adaptations


fur



feathers

scales



skin



desert

polar region


forest



ocean

city



house



meadow

farm



arctic



savannah

sprout



ground


blooming

pond



jungle



barn

hive



lake



nest

tree



cave



underground

investigation



Books:

I’m a Seed







Counting Wildflowers

Little Green Fingers:  A Kid’s Guide to Growing Things


All about Seeds:  A Hands-On Science Book



The Tiny Seed








Beatrice’s Goat






The Usborne First Encyclopedia of Animals

From Seed to Plant

Tops and Bottoms
Centers:

· Parts of a Plant and Tree Diagram

· Growing Plants book
· In the Garden reading

· Picture Cards and Sentence Strip seed sequence

· Where do Animals Live mini-book
