First Grade Project Template

Topic:
Geography
Standards: 

· HS1-2 Identify visual, graphic and auditory aids.  (globes, maps)

GE1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic   tools and technologies.

1. Use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions.

2. Recognize the physical characteristics of places such as mountains, grasslands, forests, and deserts by color on a map.

3. Know the purpose and use for a map key (legend).

4. Read maps (Locate a place by pointing it out on a map and by describing its relative location in relationship to other places).

5. Identify the four hemispheres.

GE2: Students know the location and characteristics of places, regions, geographic features and natural patterns of the environment.

1. Recognize the physical characteristics of the school neighborhood.

2. Recognize the physical characteristics of places (e.g., mountains, valleys, rivers, and lakes).

GE3: Students understand that geography is a force that influences human actions, the environment, and populations.

1. Identify the ways in which the physical environment affects the way people live (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, transportation and recreation).

2. Understand that the qualities of the environment can be altered by the neglect or ignorance of the citizens.

Daily Plan:

· Read Me on the Map and discuss bird’s eye view.  Use the MacDonald’s Farm page to compare a regular and bird’s eye view.
· Trace routes to all specials on an overhead map of the school.  Label the compass rose.  

· Cut and paste furniture onto a bird’s eye view of the classroom.

· Sing the North/South/East/West song.  Make a compass rose.

· Sing the Left/Right song.  Use the animal grid to find animals and practice above/below, left/right, before/after,  and over under.

· Mark a local map with locations of the students’ homes.  Use directional vocabulary to describe where they live in relation to one another.

· Discuss the equator and prime meridian.  Talk about the different hemispheres.  Label the map with mountains, grasslands, forests, and deserts.  

· Use Write Source page to draw mountains, trees and rivers.

· Discuss and read books about transportation.  Make a paper that shows one form on transportation for each category:  land, air, water, body.

· Discuss the planet, continent, country, state, and city that we live in or on.

· Discuss how the environment affects people and how we affect the environment.
Form of Assessment:  Collect work samples and give Geography test.  

Vocabulary:   geography, north, south, east, west, compass rose, equator, prime meridian, globe, left, right, above, below, near, far, over, under, before, after, mountains, grasslands, forest, desert, planet, country, state, city, Earth, North America, Missouri, St. Louis, continents, hemispheres, transportation, bird’s eye view, water, land.
