First Grade Project Template

Topic:
Citizenship and Civics
Standards: 

· HS1-4  Identify library and media resources.  (videos, electronic resources, books and periodicals.) 
CG1: Students understand the structure, function and purposes of politics and government.

1. Explain how laws and rules are made and changed to promote the common good (Create classroom rules, and explain how school rules help make the school a place where everyone can learn).

2. Conclude that a good rule or law solves a specific problem, and is fair.

3. Promote fairness as one of the functional purposes of law in the United States of America.

4. Identify that privacy (a value in the United States that is protected) refers to situations in which one of more people limit or block access of one or more others to a certain thing or things.

5. Identify the basic characteristics of leadership and their relation to group work and play.

CG2:  Students understand concepts of civic life and demonstrate effective skills as contributing members of groups, communities, and society.

1. Identify the personal and social rewards of helping others.

2. Examine how individual rights are protected (Identify and explain your rights in school and on the playground).

3. Propose peaceful resolutions of disputes in the classroom and on the playground (Simulate students disagreeing on who gets to use playground equipment.  Have students brainstorm methods to resolve the dispute.

4. Explain how people have common physical, social and emotional needs.

5. Develop an awareness of community events such as the Youth Fair, arts, music, dance or community outdoor events such as fireworks during the 4th of July or parades.

CG3: Students understand the history, principles, beliefs and values of government in the United States.

1. Recognize and explain the significance of the following national symbols: a) Statue of Liberty b) Nation's capitol (Read the last verse of The New Colossus and discuss and interpret it in groups-Find pictures of the While House, Capitol and Supreme Court.  Then draw a tree, and place each picture on a different branch, labeling a function for each).

2. Explain how selected holidays are related to the history of our government (e.g., Flag Day, Independence Day).

3. Identify significant aspects of the lives and accomplishments of selected politicians throughout history.

CG4: Students know individual rights and responsibilities as citizens at the local, state, national and global level.

1. Know the importance of cooperation in human relationships

List the rights and responsibilities of citizens (Brainstorm a list of rights and responsibilities of students in the classroom

Daily Plan:

· Discuss what laws are.  Compare our country’s laws to our school and classroom rules.  Discuss how being a good citizen means that you follow the laws or rules.  Sing the “Good Citizen Sing-Along.”  Read the “Citizenship Critical Thinking” story and ask the questions.  Do the “Star Citizen Choices” page.  Make the Good Citizen hat at the art center.
· Discuss fairness.  Sing the “Fairness is the Way” song.  Talk about how being fair is not treating everyone the same.  Do the “Fairness Necklace” activity.
· Discuss privacy.  Talk about why it is important.  Do the ART lessons on “Staying in Your Space.”
· Discuss conflicts.  Talk about “Conflict Discussion Pictures.”  Have students tell you what is wrong and how the problem could be solved.  Have students role play conflict resolution.
· Discuss how even though we are diverse, we all have common needs.  Make a list of needs.  Make class book. “We all need ______.”
· Talk about Cooperation.  Have the students do a cooperative activity.  Discuss their findings afterwards.
· Read about “Our Government” and the 3 branches of government.  Complete the 3 branches cut and paste paper.
· Discuss and complete pages on The Supreme Court, Capitol Hill, Congress and the President of the United States.  
· Discuss the rights of US citizens.  (right to privacy, right to vote, right to equal opportunity, right to own property, freedom of thought)  Discuss the responsibilities of US citizens.  (to respect life, to respect others, to be tolerant, to be honest, to be compassionate, to demonstrate self-control, to vote, to respect others’ property.)  Do “Rights and Responsibilities” page.
Form of Assessment:  
· Civics and Government test and completion of class work.
