CA Blurbs
August

 Students will develop and increase vocabulary by viewing, listening to and reading a variety of sources (e.g., graphic organizers, logs, journals, pictionaries, dictionaries, word walls, card files, base words) They will use text and illustrations to identify the main idea of a narrative story.  In small groups and during shared reading, we will establish a purpose for reading by generating questions about a book based on the cover, the title or pictures.  Students will explore a variety of everyday print materials (e.g., storybooks, predictable books, magazines, labels, signs, computer texts, plays, tables, bulletins, brochures, magazines, newspapers, poetry, idioms, signs).  Students should be able to differentiate between home and school language.  They will work on Recognizing and using simple nonverbal cues, such as eye contact, facial expressions, gesturing.  They will also learn to use non-verbal cues to infer feelings.  Students will contribute sentences about a topic to write and publish a class story.
September

Students will practice visualization as a strategy to understand text.  They will apply self-monitoring strategies (e.g., rereading, tracking).  They will read aloud with some assistance from peers or teacher.  They will use context clues to construct meanings of unknown words (illustrations, knowledge of the story, prior knowledge, title).  They will apply basic phonetic principles when reading or writing with short vowel patterns.  They will develop and apply, with assistance, pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension: access prior knowledge, preview, predict with evidence, set a purpose for reading, with assistance.  They will make simple predictions and inferences related to grade level selections.  They will identify and explain information in text, pictures, title and charts.  They will select a variety of texts to read for information or pleasure (e.g., magazines, books).  They will develop active listening skills and appropriate behavior when participating in class and group discussions.  They will compare and contrast visual details.
October

Students will demonstrate concepts of print: upper- and lower-case letters, first and last letters in words, spaces between words, letter and word order, and know that punctuation has meaning.  They will demonstrate ability to hear and say separate sounds in words: separate and say sounds in words, blend sounds to form words, replace beginning and ending sounds to form new words.
Students will identify make-believe and real events from grade-level selections.  They will listen and respond to various literary forms and a variety of media (e.g., books, audiotapes, videos, on-line sources) for specific information.   They will retell specific details of information heard.  They will speak clearly when sharing ideas and asking questions in small and large groups.  Students will print upper- and lower-case letters legibly, using left-to-right, top-to-bottom directionality and correct spacing between letters and words.  They will refine manuscript handwriting.
November

Students will recognize grade appropriate sight words and vocabulary (e.g., high frequency words, common and proper nouns).  They will also recognize the purpose of capitalization and punctuation when reading text.  They will develop and apply post-reading skills to respond to text: question to clarify, retell, reflect, analyze, draw conclusions.  They will listen for a specific purpose:  experiencing enjoyment, hearing a pattern, expressing thoughts, performing tasks, memorizing poems, and visualizing images.  They will listen for sequential order and details when viewing materials.  They will identify and understand environmental print.  Students will write using simple, complete sentences.  They will use conventions of spelling (e.g., phonetic spellings, high-frequency words, letter-sound relationships, classroom resources, patterns).  They will identify the mood conveyed by style of writing (e.g., humor, sadness, happiness).  They will also identify point of view.  They will learn to give credit, through discussion, for others' ideas, images and information, with assistance.
December

Students will use context clues to aid understanding of text (e.g., pictures, author, illustrator, captions, titles, headings, topics).  They will apply strategies to monitor reading in grade level or higher text (e.g., rereading, self-correcting, and using dictionary).  They will develop an appreciation of classic and contemporary literature selections.  They will listen attentively to speakers in different settings (e.g., assemblies, guest speakers) using correct body language (facing speaker).  Students will be able to give three step oral directions.  They will use descriptive language to convey a message, create meaning from a variety of media, share opinions, tell a story and recount experiences with simple sequence.  They will assess the growth of speaking ability and the development of effective speaking skills.  They will also view materials to gather information.  They will write a first draft in response to a narrative or an expository prompt, using complete sentence structure.  They will identify punctuation for correct reading expression (e.g., period, question mark).  They will identify capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and in proper nouns.
January

Students will apply basic elements of structural analysis (e.g., syllabication, prefixes, suffixes, root words, patterns) to decode unknown words.  They will use word recognition strategies (e.g., context clues, rhymes, phonics, 3-cueing system).  Students will identify connections between: text ideas-similarities and differences in various fiction and non-fiction works, with assistance, text ideas and own experiences.  They will respond to key questions – Who? What? When? Where? How?  They will read and follow a simple direction to perform a task.  They will differentiate fact from opinion in an article or biography.  Students will use prewriting strategies to plan written work (e.g., drawing, brainstorming, peer sharing, observing).  They will plan writing in response to a prompt (e.g., word web, organizer, illustration).  They will identify: different forms of written communication (e.g., thank-you notes, friendly letters, lists, poems, invitations).  They will also recognize that looking for and finding information in various books is a form of research.

February

Students will use details from text to: ask questions to clarify understanding, recognize important information in text, identify main ideas, identify supporting ideas.  They will read and respond to rhythm, rhyme and alliteration in nonfiction text.  They will know the purposes of various informational texts.  They will make generalizations about non-fiction text.  They will identify the main idea from an informational passage.  They will find resources on topics of interest, with assistance.  They will gain an understanding of self and others through listening to a variety of multicultural materials. They will begin to develop an understanding of self and others through viewing a variety of multicultural materials.  They will practice drafting written work (e.g., phonetic spellings, simple sentences, phrases, word patterns, labels, captions).  They will draft a 3-5 sentence paragraph, or a story, that contains a beginning, middle and end.  Students will recognize the use of various parts of speech in sentences (e.g., nouns to name people; places and things; adjectives to describe; verbs to show action).  They will identify descriptive words for a given topic.  They will use study skills that demonstrate knowledge of parts of a book.

March

Students will recognize grade appropriate sight words and vocabulary (e.g., high frequency words, common and proper nouns).  They will apply basic phonetic principles when reading or writing comparative words.  They will use rereading and self-correcting to monitor understanding of literary passages, various genres and literary styles.  During reading, students will develop and utilize, with assistance, strategies to: self-question and correct, infer, predict and check using cueing systems-meaning, structure, visual.  They will identify the appropriate informational text to perform a specific task (e.g., look up a word, locate a web site, use a telephone book).  Students will identify and explore works by favorite authors and illustrators.

They will respond to an oral story by explaining it in terms of details, sequence of events and main characters.  They will recognize common conventions used in media.  They will understand the main idea or message in visual media.  Students will practice strategies to revise written work (e.g., rereading, correcting, teacher conferencing).  They will revise written work by rearranging words and/or sentences and adding details.  Students will use editing and revising strategies to improve the quality of written work:  reread, delete details not needed, add details to pictures, recognize when own writing makes sense, use suggestions from teachers and peers to improve or clarify meaning.  They will use effective vocabulary to convey ideas in writing (e.g., descriptive words, common and proper nouns, action words).  They will be able to identify audience and compose text, with assistance.  They will recognize that a story has a beginning, middle and end.  They will recognize interview techniques as a way of gathering information.  Students will locate nonfiction text to use as a resource to begin the development of research skills.

April

Students will apply basic phonetic principles when reading or writing by using initial and final blends, and digraphs (sh,ch,sk,ll,nd).  They will recognize characteristics of poetry (e.g., rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, figurative language).  They will also recognize figurative language and literary devices (e.g., onomatopoeia, alliteration).  They will identify story elements (setting, characters, and plot) in order to:  begin to understand cause and effect relationships, begin to draw conclusions, and begin to identify point of view.  Students will locate the title, name of author, name of illustrator, table of contents and glossary in various books.  They will use technology as a resource to access information.  They will identify classic titles, characters, and themes from grade-appropriate literature.  They will also identify a purpose for viewing certain television shows.  They will select media materials for a purpose.  Students will distinguish between writing that explains, and writing that tells a story.  They will publish a final draft for presentation purposes.  They will evaluate own work and the work of others using a simple rubric.  They will learn to capitalize months of the year, days of the week, the pronoun I, and first words of sentences.  They will practice the correct usage of I and Me in writing and speaking.  They will use modifiers such as adverbs and adjectives to enhance word meaning.  They will recognize literary devices such as rhyme and alliteration in written works.  They will respond to prompts related to various genres and styles of writing (e.g., ideas for a fairy tale, fable, poem, informational paragraph).  They will show an awareness of topic and audience by adjusting word choice, patterns and sentence length.  They will use study skills that demonstrate a knowledge of: alphabetizing, sorting and organizing information, using pictures to acquire information, using the table of contents in books, recording information on charts,  and know how to identify testing formats.  They will use academic appropriate software to compose final drafts and reinforce skills.

May
Students will read familiar stories, poems and passages aloud with fluency and expression.  They will discover patterns and relationships between the spellings and meanings of words (e.g., homonyms).  They will increase vocabulary by using knowledge of compound word parts, synonyms, and homophones.  They will also increase vocabulary by using knowledge of comparative adjectives (-er, -est, -ful) synonyms, prefixes (-dis, -re) and suffixes (ly).  they will recognize various genres and literary forms presented in passages, stories and books (e.g., fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama).  They will be able to retell a grade level selection to include character names, setting descriptions, problems, solutions, and sequence of events.  They will identify the structural parts of a diagram (e.g., picture, label, title, heading).  Students will also identify and use various reference materials (e.g., dictionary, encyclopedia, Internet).  Students will evaluate presentations by self and peers using the following criteria in a class made rubric: engagement of audience, body language, articulation, and correct grammatical usage.  They will distinguish between an expository (to explain steps) and a narrative (to tell a story or share ideas or emotion) prompt by identifying key words such as tell, why, explain.  They will begin to differentiate sentence type and use appropriate end punctuation.

1. Statement  (declarative) ends with a period

2. Question (interrogative) ends with a question mark

3. Command  (imperative) ends with an exclamation mark or period

4. Emotion (exclamatory) ends with an exclamation mark

They will use grade-appropriate conventions of capitalization, spelling and punctuation for written work.  They will incorporate a rich vocabulary to improve the quality of writing (e.g., descriptive adjectives, vivid verbs).  Students will use parts of a book to locate information or perform tasks.

June

Students will recognize grade appropriate sight words and vocabulary (e.g., high frequency words, common and proper nouns).  They will recognize high frequency words and common decoding patterns (e.g., first 100 Fry Instant words, CVC (mat, bed) pattern, CV (me, be) pattern, CVCE (lake, time) pattern).  They will increase vocabulary bank by using knowledge of antonyms, contractions, possessives, homographs and base words ending with  -ing.  They will read grade-level text with fluency.  Students will also read grade-level stories, poems and passages with fluency, expression and intonation.  They will read familiar stories, and grade-level poems and passages from various genres with fluency, expression and intonation.  They will be able to list facts and details from informational reading (e.g., beginning note taking skills).  They will read familiar stories, folktales, poems and non-fiction passages, with fluency, expression and intonation.  They will develop a personal preference for literature, such as poetry, plays and folktale.  They will identify the parts of a keyboard and understand the use of each one.  They will use academically appropriate software to enhance a presentation.  They will understand the purpose of e-mail.  They will select the appropriate visual media to present a report, idea or production.  They will be able to write complete sentences that contain a subject and predicate.  They will spell high frequency words and grade level spelling words with accuracy.   They will be able to use figurative language such as simile or metaphor (I’m a dimple in a chin).

